LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
Lord Arden and Lord Redesdale went to him at once.
He had been taken to the Speaker's house and laid on a
sofa. Lord Arden stood over his brother's body in an
agony of grief, repeating the words "No. I know he is
not here; he is gone to a better world." Lord Redesdale
left to break the news to Mrs. Perceval and to Lady
Redesdale. The tidings had spread rapidly. A crowd had
gathered about the House and gave vent to savage expres-
sions of joy, and regrets that the Attorney-General had not
shared the same fate, for the Prime Minister was considered
by the people to have been primarily responsible for the
scarcity and high prices of provisions, for the stagnation of
trade and consequent unemployment and all the other
evils caused by the war, as well as for the opposition the
Government had offered to "Whig plans for reform.
Bellingham was found to be a lunatic: he died convinced
he had committed no crime.
The assassination of the Prime Minister sent a shock
of horror and indignation through the land. Lord Redes-
dale lost a relative to whom he was deeply attached. They
had been devoted friends before they became brothers-in-
law. In the difficult days that had passed each had relied
absolutely on the loyalty of the other. Perceval was the
Irish Chancellor's confidant to whom he unburdened him-
self unreservedly and who kept him supplied with public
and private news from home. When his actions were
attacked in the Commons, Perceval was always among the
first to rise in his defence. It was said that the Prime
Minister relied too much on his brother-in-law's opinions
and viewed all questions through his eyes. The same accu-
sation had been levelled against Lord Hardwicke. It may
have been so. Lord Redesdale's character was the stronger
of the two, but there is no doubt of the attraction Perceval's
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